Tibetan and Himalayan Religions

Call for Proposals
This Group promotes discussion among scholars taking diverse approaches to the study of
Tibetan and Himalayan religions. We solicit proposals for both panels and individual papers
addressing all aspects of religion in Tibet and the wider Himalaya. We are interested in the
following topics:

- Lineage, reincarnation, and transmission
- Theory and practice in Bon traditions
- Systems of religious education in Tibet (monastic and ngakpa)
- Religious propaganda in contemporary Tibet
- Ascetics and asceticism
- Transmission of tantric ritual
- Games, chance, and fortune — beyond a religious/secular divide
- Agents and automata — on the life of animate and inanimate objects

1/3

Tibetan and Himalayan Religions

We welcome proposals for unconventional panel formats (especially those that would work well
in a ninety-minute session), such as a book review panel or a focused discussion on a particular
textual passage or ritual practice. We also encourage proposals that may be cosponsored with
other AAR Sections, Groups, or Seminars.

Mission
This Group’s mission is to create an environment that promotes discussion among scholars
taking diverse approaches to the study of Tibetan and Himalayan religions. Our identity and
cohesion derive from the fact that we deal with a delimited geocultural space, but the intellectual
excitement comes from the fact that we are specialists in different historical periods and cultural
areas, from the fact that we are interested in different religious traditions, and from the fact that
we have different methodological approaches to the study of religion. In particular, we
encourage scholarship that approaches Tibetan and Himalayan religions through a wide range
of approaches:

- Multidisciplinary focus — we are committed to methodological diversity and to promoting
scholarship that challenges the traditional disciplinary dichotomies through which the field has
defined itself, such as text/practice, written/oral, philology/ethnography, and humanistic/social
scientific study
- Transregional focus — we encourage a holistic approach to the study of Tibet and the
Himalaya as a region, albeit a diverse one. One of the most important features of religious
traditions in our field — perhaps in every field — is the degree to which they are inextricably
connected, and it is only through the exploration of such interconnections that the phenomenon
of religion in the Tibeto-Himalayan region can be understood. Such interconnections often cut
across ethnonational boundaries
- Focus on cultural history — in the last decade, the study of Asian religions has taken a
quite drastic cultural/historical turn. Nowhere is this more evident than in the study of Tibetan
and Himalayan religions. A previous generation of scholars was concerned principally with elite
religious institutions — and more specifically with their doctrinal/philosophical texts. Today
scholarship is much more diverse. A new generation of scholars is concerned, for example, with
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folk religious practices, religion and material culture, the politics of religious institutions, the
representation of Tibetan religions in the media, and the historical construction of the field itself

This Group is committed to fostering such a multifaceted approach to the cultural history of
Tibet and the Himalayas.

Anonymity of Review Process
Proposer names are visible to Chairs but anonymous to steering committee members.

Questions?
Sarah Jacoby
Northwestern University
This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to
view it

Andrew Quintman
Yale University
This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to
view it

Method of Submission
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