
Sustainability Workshop on "Global Perspectives on (In)equity and Ethics in Ecological Issues"

Friday, November 16, 1:45 PM–5:00 PM
  Hilton Chicago – Williford B
  

Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, Seattle University, Presiding

  

Sponsored by the Sustainability Task Force and the Transformative Scholarship and Pedagogy
Group.

  

Religion and theology increasingly are called upon to contribute their resources to the task of
reversing humankind's current path toward ecological disaster. Ecological degradation is linked
insidiously with various forms of social injustice based on race/ethnicity, class, gender,
nationality, and caste. Those links often are ignored in the mainstream environmental discourse.
A religiously-grounded commitment to dismantle oppression, however, calls for holding social
justice and ecological well-being as inseparable in the quest for sustainable Earth–human
relations. The pedagogical challenges arising from this commitment are profound. This
workshop will explore the pedagogical problems and possibilities arising from a commitment —
within theology and religious studies — to confront the issues of privilege, power, and difference
inherent in ecological issues.

  

The intent is to provide a supportive and stimulating context for practical and visionary
collaborative reflection on such questions as: How do we teach about climate imperialism,
ecological debt, or environmental racism in ways that foster a sense of hope and moral agency
rather than despair or powerlessness? What are epistemological keys to understanding the
exploitation of Earth as the exploitation of people on the margins of privilege and power? What
forms of teaching unlock power for confronting systemic domination? How do we prepare
students to construct worlds that we have not yet imagined? One panel will uncover and explore
key issues concerning the nexus of equity and ecology on local and global scales, highlighting
both problems and constructive proposals. A second panel will identify key pedagogical
questions and offer pedagogical tools and approaches. Guided discussion will enable
participants to delve more deeply into the issues raised, share pedagogical resources, and build
collegial networks of support.

  

Panelists:
Prairie Rose Seminole, Fargo, ND
Isabel Mukonyora, Western Kentucky University
Tyson-Lord Gray, Vanderbilt University
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Kwok Pui Lan, Episcopal Divinity School
Kurt Kuhwald, Starr King School for the Ministry
Ivone Gebara, Tabatinga, Brazil

                    
        The cost for the workshop is $40, which includes the entire afternoon of sessions and a coffee break. Registration is limited to the first 75 participants. To sign up for the workshop, log back into the online Annual Meeting registration system  and add the workshop or fax in 
this form  to +1-404-727-7959.
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http://www.aarweb.org/Meetings/Annual_Meeting/Current_Meeting/registration.asp
images/pdfs/2012_workshop_form.pdf

